November 19, 1999

I have highlighted a few of my distin-
guished colleague’s many honors, but
there is one that still eludes him. For
though he continues to make his par-
ents proud in heaven, and his family
and constituents proud here on Earth,
he remains the most senior junior Sen-
ator in our nation’s history. At 32
years and 10 months, Senator HOLLINGS
has surpassed even the legendary Sen-
ator John C. Stennis, who served 31
years and 2 months of his impressive 42
years of service as a Senator from Mis-
sissippi in the shadow of the equally
legendary Senator James O. Eastland.
This record is a testament to both the
performance and the endurance of Sen-
ator HOLLINGS and his distinguished
senior Senator, STROM THURMOND. I
know that Senator HOLLINGS wears his
title with pride and good humor, and
his home state of South Carolina is all
the better for it.

As these last weeks of this congres-
sional session come to a clattering and
confusing end amid legislation, floor
debates, and appropriations con-
ferences, I am proud to keep a resolu-
tion I made last New Year’s day to re-
member and pay tribute to a good
friend and a remarkable, well talented
Senator. I hope during his next birth-
day, come January 1, the year 2000, hid-
den among the hoopla and hyperbole
surrounding the year 2000, that Senator
HoLLINGS and his lovely wife, Peatsy,
can celebrate his birthday Kknowing
that it does not pass unnoticed or
unacknowledged by his friends here in
the Senate.

So, on behalf of my wife Erma, I say
to Senator HOLLINGS these words:

Count your garden by the flowers

Never by the leaves that fall;

Count your days by the sunny hours,
Not remembering clouds at all;

Count your nights by stars, not shadows,
Count your life by smiles, not tears,
And on that beautiful January day,
Count your age by friends, not years.

———

SENATE FAMILY APPRECIATION

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I also want
to thank the members of staffs of Sen-
ators, and the Members, the Senate
family who sit here before us every
day, who work so assiduously and in
such a dedicated fashion. They make
our lives easier than they would other-
wise be, and they make it possible,
whereas it would be otherwise impos-
sible, for us to do the work of serving
our constituents. I hope that they will
all have a very happy Thanksgiving
and very pleasant Christmas.

Let me also thank my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle. The lovely lady
from Maine sits in the majority lead-
er’s chair at this moment; she does the
work of the Senate in such a beautiful
manner, and who does so with such
skill and dignity as rare as the day in
June.

I want to thank everyone. I want to
thank my own colleague, JAY ROCKE-
FELLER, for being my colleague, and I
want to thank the official reporters for
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doing their difficult work and doing it
so well and so promptly and always so
courteously.

So I thank, in closing, the two lead-
ers who make it possible for all of us to
get our work done. They are courteous;
they are very helpful. I particularly
thank the distinguished majority lead-
er for his assistance in regard to the
amendment I offered yesterday and
which was cosponsored by my senior
colleague and by the senior Senator
from Kentucky and the junior Senator
from Kentucky, MITCH MCCONNELL, and
Mr. BUNNING, and all of the other Sen-
ators on both sides of the aisle who
worked with me on behalf of that
amendment. I thank my own leader for
also helping to pave the way for us to
have a vote, have the Senate vote on
that amendment.

When Thanksgiving Day comes and
the turkey is being carved and my dear
wife of 62, almost 62V years, and my
lovely daughters, their husbands, our
grandchildren, and our great grand-
children are all around me, we will
think of the blessings of the good Lord,
and one of those blessings is that of
being in the company of and associated
with so many wonderful people who are
part of the Senate family every day.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

———————

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, SENATOR BYRD

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, first I
thank the distinguished Senator from
West Virginia for his very kind com-
ments. I also want to bring to my col-
leagues’ attention the fact that the
senior Senator from West Virginia, too,
is celebrating a birthday very soon; I
believe tomorrow is the day. On behalf
of the entire Senate family, I wish him
a very happy birthday and many more.
He sets a standard of public service to
which we all aspire. I am delighted to
give him the greetings of the Senate
this evening in the hope that he will
enjoy a very happy birthday with his
family.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, if the dis-
tinguished Senator will yield?

Ms. COLLINS. I am happy to yield to
the Senator.

Mr. BYRD. I am very grateful for her
overly generous and charitable re-
marks. May I say in kind to her:

The hours are like a string of pearls,
The days like diamonds rare,

The moments are the threads of gold,
That bind them for our wear,

So may the years that come to you
Such health and good contain

That every moment, hour, and day
Be like a golden chain.

Thank you, thank you, thank you.

Ms. COLLINS. I thank the Senator
for his beautiful poetry and his kind
wishes.

——————

DUGGER MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS
ACT OF 1999
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to the consideration of H.R. 2632, which
is at the desk.

S15201

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2632) to designate certain Fed-
eral lands in the Talladega National Forest
in the State of Alabama as the Dugger
Mountain Wilderness.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Ms. COLLINS. I ask unanimous con-
sent the bill be read a third time and
passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 2632) was read the third
time and passed.

————

FOSTER CARE INDEPENDENCE ACT
OF 1999

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Finance Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of H.R. 1802, and the Senate
then proceed to its immediate consid-
eration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1802) to amend part E of title
IV of the Social Security Act to provide the
States with more funding and greater flexi-
bility in carrying out programs designed to
help children make the transition from fos-
ter care to self-sufficiency, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

AMENDMENT NO. 2797

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I offer
a substitute amendment on behalf of
myself, Senator ROTH, and Senator
MOYNIHAN. It is at the desk. I ask for
its consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Maine [Ms. COLLINS], for
herself, Mr. ROTH, Mr. MOYNIHAN, Mr. L.
CHAFEE, and Mr. REED, proposes an amend-
ment numbered 2797.

(The text of the amendment is print-
ed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Amend-
ments Submitted.”’)

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the amendment be
agreed to.

The amendment (No. 2797) was agreed
to.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I am
delighted to offer the substitute
amendment on this legislation on be-
half of myself, Senator ROBB, and Sen-
ator MOYNIHAN. This amendment is
also cosponsored by Senators CHAFEE,
BREAUX, JEFFORDS, KENNEDY, REED,
GRAHAM, SNOWE, GORTON, FEINSTEIN,
GREGG, LANDRIEU, BOND, LEVIN, and
KERRY. It is a revised version of the
Foster Care Independence Act of 1999,
which our beloved friend and late col-
league, Senator John Chafee of Rhode
Island, first introduced with Senator
ROCKEFELLER earlier this year.
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